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• In 9th grade most students take science, by college only a handful take 
physics.NCES/AIP

• Biology has 7 times as many majors as physics. datausa.io

• In High School, 47% of physics students are woman.  This drops to 
about 25% in college.

AIP Female Students in High School Physics, APS Statistics on underrepresented racial and ethnic groups in physics

• High School and Early College is where the issue is! Step Up!



• We designed a new conference type for high school and college 
students to drive interest in physics.

• It was free

• It was regional

• It talked about careers

• It was student focused

• It was fun

• There was free food!

It took place on a Saturday in NYC at City 
College New York in March 2024.
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We had a BIG team! And it Happened 
Quickly!





180 students attended 

~33% high school, 66% 
college

~46% woman

Pre conference survey + 
Conference + Post 
Conference Survey (N=32)



• Cosmic Pathways II will happen in November 2026.  We are 
looking for Team Members.

• We are Looking to build Cosmic Pathways in your neck of the 
woods.  We want this conference to pop up all over the 
country.  Let me know if you are interested.

• I am also doing Be a Shark workshops for Colleges and 
Organizations.  Let me know if you are interested.

• Contact: mwright@adelphi.edu

https://cosmicpathways.org/

Be A Shark 8/15/25


